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Puppet Uprising

naturally, we know what we really mean is a reality,
but by naming the reality, we are the producers. We
made this wonderful Jesus guy there, with the
bearded fellow in the middle and Mary and Jesus on
the two thrones on either side. It's very valuable for
societies to have picturesque beauties up there,
elegance, wonderfulness.

David Cayley

Whether its changing the gods or "toppling the
government," as he suggested earlier, Peter
Schumann speaks with a prophetic assurance that
has resounded through his work for 40 years. lts
foundation, it seems to me, is his profound sense that
it's now or never for our fast decaying civilization. His
message is, resist, wake up, dare.

Peter Schumann

We are living in a world which we don’'t have to
submit to. We can stand up against it. We can do
that. We don’t have to only dream about it. There’s
so much in people that wants to be.

What's "tourism"? What is the "tourist"? The tourist
goes out, away from his own life to see that ancient
life that his industry destroys. But the tourist must
realize that he can't be a tourist, that instead, he
must live that life.

David Cayley

That the tourist must live the ancient life he now only
consumes is one of the great convictions underlying
Peter Schumann’s work. And not just the tourist, who
stands here, | think, as a figure for an entire
civilization, a civilization which appears to Schumann
to be pursuing a mere shadow of its lost life. But that
ancient life, he thinks, is still there, growing wild and
capable of resurrection. His art demonstrates the
possibility by its originality, by its abundance and by
its devotion to communal, rather than commercial,
demands.

Today, at age 68, Peter Schumann remains
extraordinarily vital. He is still touring, still making
puppets, still baking bread for all his shows and still
leading parades on his 12-foot stilts. Look for him.
The best may be yet to come.

40

Peter Schumann

| want to do bigger and very different types of shows.
| just don’t know yet how and when. So, when we
invented the mass a couple of years back, | thought,
oh, now, we got some form that we...as if that was
our final thing. But in actuality, I'm looking for — and
| can’'t describe it, but it's something very different.

David Cayley
So, there’s more to come.

Peter Schumann
Yes, definitely.

David Cayley
God willing.

Peter Schumann
Yes, yes.

David Cayley
Thank you, Peter.

Peter Schumann
Oh, you're welcome.

David Cayley
That was a great pleasure for me.

Peter Schumann
Good. I'm glad to hear that because then it makes
sense.

Paul Kennedy

On Ideas, you've listened to the fourth and final
episode of "Puppet Uprising: Peter Schumann’s
Bread and Puppet Theater." Pictures and writings by
Peter Schumann are available on our website at
cbc.calideas Tonight's program was written,
presented and produced by David Cayley, with the
assistance of Susan Mahoney and Dave Field. Our
Associate Producer and Webmaster is Liz Nagy.
Thanks to Jutta Mason, to Taylor Stoehr, who
believed puppets could appear on radio, to Peter and
Elka Schumann and to the many puppeteers who
offered hospitality and encouragement. The
Executive Producer of /deas is Bernie Lucht, and I'm
Paul Kennedy.
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